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Generic Marking Principles

These general marking principles must be applied by all examiners when marking candidate answers. They should be applied alongside the
specific content of the mark scheme or generic level descriptions for a question. Each question paper and mark scheme will also comply with these
marking principles.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 1:
Marks must be awarded in line with:
e the specific content of the mark scheme or the generic level descriptors for the question

e the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the generic level descriptors for the question
e the standard of response required by a candidate as exemplified by the standardisation scripts.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 2:

Marks awarded are always whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions).

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 3:
Marks must be awarded positively:

e marks are awarded for correct/valid answers, as defined in the mark scheme. However, credit is given for valid answers which go beyond
the scope of the syllabus and mark scheme, referring to your Team Leader as appropriate

marks are awarded when candidates clearly demonstrate what they know and can do

marks are not deducted for errors

marks are not deducted for omissions

answers should only be judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar when these features are specifically assessed by the
question as indicated by the mark scheme. The meaning, however, should be unambiguous.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 4:

Rules must be applied consistently, e.g. in situations where candidates have not followed instructions or in the application of generic level
descriptors.

© Cambridge University Press & Assessment 2026 Page 2 of 13



0549/01 Cambridge IGCSE — Mark Scheme February/March 2026
PUBLISHED

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 5:

Marks should be awarded using the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme for the question (however; the use of the full mark range may
be limited according to the quality of the candidate responses seen).

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 6:

Marks awarded are based solely on the requirements as defined in the mark scheme. Marks should not be awarded with grade thresholds or
grade descriptors in mind.
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Annotations guidance for centres

Examiners use a system of annotations as a shorthand for communicating their marking decisions to one another. Examiners are trained during the
standardisation process on how and when to use annotations. The purpose of annotations is to inform the standardisation and monitoring
processes and guide the supervising examiners when they are checking the work of examiners within their team. The meaning of annotations and
how they are used is specific to each component and is understood by all examiners who mark the component.

We publish annotations in our mark schemes to help centres understand the annotations they may see on copies of scripts. Note that there may
not be a direct correlation between the number of annotations on a script and the mark awarded. Similarly, the use of an annotation may not be an
indication of the quality of the response.

The annotations listed below were available to examiners marking this component in this series.

Annotations

Annotation Meaning

Credit for good language or good content point

Incorrect

Omission

Unclear meaning or illegible

If the examiner considers the answer to be more correct than incorrect, then ‘benefit of doubt’ is given.

If the examiner considers the answer to be more incorrect than correct, then ‘no benefit of the doubt’ is given.

Harmless addition: used if the candidate extends their answer, without contradicting or invalidating the response.

To show the end of word count

IR 2R

Repetition
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INVL Used if the candidate includes material in their answer which contradicts the correct answer, and therefore invalidates their
response.
[SEEN]| Used to show that blank pages have been seen and any creditworthy material has been awarded
Highlighter Highlight
Off-page Used by th : ke a holisti I . b h .
Comment sed by the examiner to make a holistic comment to any reviewing examiner about the script
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1 qesT 1| Please reject fafaishent
gad
2 RATE/AE & /3 1| ReAae R W)
3 (i) Temel F@ 2
(i) =ers
4 geere Fr qdr # faffes @fast & 3rerer-3reer @ & 1| Please reject: & it
1 arfiar
S JHAT & ggaT § 9gTs H Faen aiikAr (§eh) gfFe U F @aww 1| gaffeor gefor
6 (i) 3TOET-37cET T & §[d+loieh THcshR (et |) 2 | ggrs WX AfFaRmel
(i) enffes Scaa AT AT FERI/3MEATcHBAT & 3TcAT Fr fHarg
7 C 1
8 B 1
9 A 1
10 D 1|c
11 B 1
12 A 1
13 C 1
14 A 1
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15 D 1
16 | () (gl # aig ) it fr el Fa @ 2 | gz
(i) U 3HHGT gl foeell &l el & o & ROT ol
17 Accept any two 2 | Shamed $r e
(i) Teel &1 @S & TRAN & WY HEIa/ge- LT/ FAE/HAOT FraesT/asT safSaca
(i) = & fav AfRad sRrames ’
(iii) @TEH
18 (i) ar 921 et &1 38 gre ST 3
(i) TQHT & STai HT fTeell A WOT A AT FTOT
(iii) Sf@eT &1 ragAfa
19 () w2 RfFcas &1 e, 9l a5 F67 @ A 3nre féAt g A a9l Red f 2
/AR esIdl & fa [dr ag fSeell & @ 18T argar &Y
(i) 3aRTeh INTATRS HIATE Hlh 3H IS I FeldTem|
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Question Answer Marks Guidance

20| siadeq ¥ forw 4 37 3R wde 3R wfared smar 3 forw 3iftremas o R s 10

Award up to 10 marks, based on up to 4 marks for Content and up to 6 marks for being accurate
and concise in your Language.

Content:

4 marks
Makes 4 clear points that answer the question.

3 marks
Makes some clear points that answer the question.

2 marks
Makes one or two points relevant to the question

1 mark
Content has limited relevance to the question.

0 marks
No response worth of credit.

List of possible main points:

1 g A I i el Waid @6T T Jrad Ol fSeel @ ofler & o # gEer

2 HIAY A W M 38§ e TG folehlel Fehell (G foA2er)

3 g3t & fow sa o & @ &1 Serg Reeh &1 Af@w & aRaR & a2 Rea @er 3R
et Gord &1 3T 3R ATehall (=T GHe/ATIHS, S THS)

4 Uw RH o 991 Sieor™l garn arge U Sl W foreell 1 3ol QROT & 31T 3R
ATYeT & Fal &1 38 ATl WY b of Mol T IO, oITQehl hT HGAT

5 o Rfhcdd & g ool & dlg o oMaRy Soell & Siiaet & Tr g7 Tehel &, e
&1 g qRade
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6 ] Rfhcd & 38 G & Follol AT AR Toh A7 & Fggrgar @ iaaie Hrdamr
AT Y 38 b A JA A9 IRAR &1 WG ollel T geliam|

Language (style and accuracy)

5-6marks

Uses a wide range of language including complex structures effectively. High level of accuracy,
very good control of language. Consistently appropriate style and register.

4 marks

Uses a range of structures appropriately. Attempts to use more ambitious language. Mostly
accurate with a good control of language. Any errors do not impede meaning. Appropriate style
and register.

3 marks

Uses mainly simple structures and vocabulary. Sometimes attempts to use more ambitious
language.

Uses simple structures with a good degree of control. Inaccuracies occur when attempting more
ambitious language. Meaning is generally clear.

2 marks

Uses simple structures and vocabulary.

Some degree of control. Meaning is sometimes in doubt.
Style and register may be inconsistent or inappropriate.

1 mark
Uses very simple structures and vocabulary.
Lack of control of simple structures makes meaning mostly difficult to understand. Inappropriate

style and register.
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Award up to 3 marks for Content and up to 5 marks for the style and accuracy of Language.

Content:
Award 1 mark for covering each bullet point, up to a maximum 3 marks:

o T ToteT &1 fQawor
o TSl Slel o U 3TaTS [T
e FaTY I 3N

Language (style and accuracy)

5 marks

Uses a wide range of language including complex structures effectively.

High level of accuracy, very good control of language.

Consistently appropriate style and register. Uses well-constructed and linked paragraphs.

4 marks

Uses a range of structures appropriately. Attempts to use more ambitious language.

Mostly accurate with a good control of language. Any errors do not impede meaning.
Appropriate style and register. Uses reasonably well-constructed paragraphs with some linking
words.

3 marks

Uses mainly simple structures and vocabulary. Sometimes attempts to use more ambitious
language.

Uses simple structures with a good degree of control. Inaccuracies occur when attempting more
ambitious language. Meaning is generally clear.

Some attempt to use appropriate style and register and to organise writing into paragraphs.

2 marks

Uses simple structures and vocabulary.

Some degree of control. Meaning is sometimes in doubt.

Style and register may be inconsistent or inappropriate. Limited or no use of paragraphs.
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21 1 mark

Uses very simple structures and vocabulary.

Lack of control of simple structures makes meaning mostly difficult to understand. Inappropriate

style and register. No use of paragraphs.

0 marks
No response worthy of credit.

© Cambridge University Press & Assessment 2026

Page 11 of 13




0549/01

Cambridge IGCSE — Mark Scheme
PUBLISHED

February/March 2026

Question

Answer

Marks

Guidance

22

qdretreft & 39 TR

Award up to 8 marks for Content and up to 8 marks for the style and accuracy of Language.
Content: relevance and development of ideas

Level 4 [7-8 marks]

Fulfils the task, with consistently appropriate register and a very good sense of purpose and
audience.

Ideas are well developed and communicated effectively, at appropriate length.

Effectively organised and coherent.

Consistently appropriate style and register..

Level 3 [5—6 marks]

Fulfils the task, with appropriate register and a good sense of purpose and audience.
Ideas are well developed at appropriate length.

Well organised and coherent.

Appropriate style and register.

Level 2 [3—4 marks]

Fulfils the task reasonably well with mostly relevant points. The register may not be consistent.
Demonstrates a reasonable sense of purpose and audience.

Ideas are satisfactorily developed at appropriate length.

Generally well organised and coherent.

Some attempt to use appropriate style and register. and to organise writing into paragraphs.

Level 1 [1-2 marks]

Limited engagement with the task with few relevant points. Inappropriate register and insufficient
awareness of purpose and/or audience.

There is some development of ideas, although in places this is incomplete and/or repetitive.
Organisation may lack coherence.

Style and register may be inconsistent or inappropriate.

Level 0 [0 marks]
No response worthy of credit.

16
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Language: style and accuracy

Level 4 [7-8 marks]

Uses a range of language, including complex structures and less common words and phrases,
effectively.

High level of accuracy; excellent control throughout. Any errors are related to less common

words and structures. Uses well-constructed and linked paragraphs.

Level 3 [5—6 marks]

Uses a range of structures and words and phrases, generally appropriately.

Mostly accurate with a good degree of control. There may be slight awkwardness when
attempting to use more ambitious language. Uses reasonably well-constructed paragraphs with
some linking words.

Level 2 [3—4 marks]

Uses mainly simple structures and vocabulary.

Demonstrates a reasonable degree of control. Grammatical errors occur when attempting more
ambitious language. Meaning is generally clear. Organises writing into paragraphs.

Level 1 [1-2 marks]

Uses simple structures and vocabulary.

Some lack of control of simple structures. Meaning is often obscured. Limited or no use of
paragraphs.

Level 0 [0 marks]
No response worthy of credit.
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